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August 22, 2011

Dear Parent/Guardian:

Your child is a student at Hope of Detroit Academy.  You know that your child is important to us and that we want to provide every opportunity for success.
Each high school in Michigan is required to test students every year using the Michigan Merit Exam (MME).  The results of these tests, as well as participation on the tests and graduation rate are used to determine whether our school is making adequate yearly progress (AYP).  When a school does not make AYP for 2 or more years in a row, the school is identified for improvement.
This year Hope of Detroit Academy High School is identified for improvement because we did not achieve AYP on the Michigan Merit Exam (MME) in mathematics for 2009-10 school year.  We did achieve AYP for the 2010-11 school year.  We are considered being indentified for improvement until we meet AYP for two consecutive years.   Our school is the only high school in the Hope of Detroit Academy school district, so we are unable to compare our school to others within our district.  Therefore, we are providing reports from schools in the Detroit Public School District that are near our school so you can compare those schools to Hope of Detroit Academy High School.  
Public school choice:
When a school is identified for improvement, the school district must offer you the opportunity to transfer your child to another school in the district or to another neighboring school.  Our school is the only high school in the Hope of Detroit Academy school district, so we are unable to offer a transfer option to you within the Hope of Detroit Academy district.  Hope of Detroit Academy High School has attempted to enter into a cooperative agreement with other area schools to accept our students for transfer, but they have declined to do so.  However, at any time, you may enroll your child in the school district in which you reside. 
Information about school choice is available at http://www.consortiumcollegeprep.com/
What we are doing to improve our school:
In order to address this problem, we are doing the following to help your student succeed: 
1. Continue implementing our school improvement plan
1. Teachers will attend training in math
1. The district and state will help us by providing funding or training for teachers, hiring of new teachers, or offering extra programs such as after school or summer school tutoring Continue to use student achievement data with a heightened attention in reading to monitor how our students are performing
1. Continue to work with Michigan Department of Education through their Statewide System of Support to improve practices used throughout the school

What you can do as a parent/guardian:

You can assist our efforts by doing the following things:

· Be sure that your child attends school every day.
· Parents can volunteer in their child’s classroom; attend parent meetings and family nights.
· Parents are needed to review our Title I parent policy and compacts, as well as our school improvement plan.

Free tutoring:

If your child stays at our school, he/she may be eligible for free reading or math tutoring.  Your child is eligible if he/she receives free/reduced price lunch.  Tutoring may take place after school, on the weekends, or during the summer.  A list of approved tutoring providers and enrollment information is included in this mailing.

Information about free tutoring is also available at: http://www.consortiumcollegeprep.com/

If you have any questions or would like more information about public school choice, free tutoring, or how you can help us improve, please call Shavonne Brown at 313-964-2339.  We will be happy to assist you.

Sincerely,



Rod Atkins, School Leader
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